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Greetings from Texas,

In the beginning, I knew very little about Japan. | — 2= |
I read several books and came with an open heart and

mind. First and lasting impressions were the people. Not only fellow
educators, but citizens of Hadano were warm, friendly and eager to share
their culture and lives with me. I was honored to meet people of many
vocations. Experiencing holidays and special events was a highlight of
my stay. Hakone became a favorite spot to visit at all seasons.

Each month’s celebrations were exciting to see and participate in. I
think the Hadano Tobacco Matsuri made a lasting impression. Each
year I saw something new that I had missed in the year before. The
Hadano Friendship Association introduced me to the party after the
party. It was there the Hayakawa family took me under their care and
introduced me to so many new cultural experiences.

My first interpreter, Fujiko Aihara, continued my cultural education.
She introduced me to traditional Japanese music and instruments. I
even tried to learn to play the Koto. Noh, Kabuki, and Sumo were
enjoyed several times in Tokyo. Since returning to Texas, I have had the
honor of hosting several friends. The highlight of my return to Texas
has been introducing the Itotakesha to friends and schools in the
Pasadena/Houston area.

The Board of Education staff, Office of International Affairs, Mayor,
teachers, business men and women, and families of Hadano will always
remain in my heart with my eternal gratitude for allowing me to share a
brief time with them. I consider it a great honor to have worked with
the wonderful students, teachers, principals, and staff of each of the six
chugakko schools in my care.

Thank you for an awesome three years.
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