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This is my third time to visit Hadano.

Mayor Masakazu Takahashi welcomed us with open arms to the city of Hadano, Japan.Their hospitality
and kindness are exceptional. Hadano has become like my second home, I have met many people and
have created many friendships throughout these years of being part of the Pasadena - Hadano
Friendship Association. The citizens of Hadano are very kind, respectful and caring individuals that
have thought me a lot about their culture, language, delicious food, and traditions. Every trip I have
made it’s been filled with unique and memorable experiences that I am very grateful to have had. I
hope to return to Hadano soon and maybe move there when I retire. Thank you to everyone I have met
and hope to see you soon!
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The City of Hadano is full of beauty, and the hospitality shown by the Hadano citizens made my visit
magical. There is no one part of the trip that was my favorite, but I loved learning about the Japanese
culture while making noodles and eating traditional breakfasts during my home stays. I am very grateful
for our Sister City relationship and plan to remain involved for years to come. Until next time, Hadano.
Sincerely, Lauren Mitchell
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Love. Kindness. Hospitality. Unforgettable.

Those are four words that describe my trip, but one paragraph cannot represent the once-in-a-lifetime
experience that was had in the short time we visited. From the moment we got off the plane we were
loved. During every event we experienced kindness. During our homestays and with everyone we
encountered, we experienced the utmost hospitality. The Awe of Hadano cannot be put into words.
Thank you. Michelle Blunt
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During my first visit to Hadano City, I was immediately struck by the warmth and kindness of its
residents. Everywhere I turned, there were friendly faces willing o help—a testament to the community
spirit that thrives there. Staying with my host families allowed me o immerse myself in Japanese culture.
The meals they prepared were not only delicious but also a window into their way of life. They graciously
infroduced me to unique stores, each brimming with treasures I had never encountered before. One of
the most memorable moments was meeting the Mayor of Hadano City. It was an honor to meet with a
local leader who shared insights about the city and vision for the future. As someone who has diligently
studied Japanese, I left with a sense of purpose—I hope to return and be able to engage in deeper
conversations with the residents of Hadano, further enriching my understanding of both the Japanese
language and this extraordinary city. Thank you for such an amazing experience, I look forward to
visiting again soon!

Christian Gamero
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Stas Venglevski

Home stay - was a memorable experience. Not only to be hosted by wonderful family, having good meals
but also it opens my eyes closely to learn Japanese tradition of daily routines lifestyle. I'm glad to have
this opportunity and can’t thank enough people who I stayed with.
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Charlotte Peck

About my home stay: I had a wonderful time! My host family was so welcoming and made me feel very
comfortable and at home. It is an experience I will never forget.
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Gabrielle Peck

I thought that the trip was fantastic! It was really cool to see how different life is in Japan compared

to Americo—--admittedly, I like it better in Japan! My host family was awesome, and brought me great
comfort despite being so far away from home. I want to say thank you to all of the amazing people who
organized this trip!
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Ina Yakubeika

Home stay at Tomoko Shiohara’s welcoming and beautiful house:

Tomoko and her friends are kind, open and positive people. We had a great experience shopping in
local grocery store to buy some fresh food and ingredients for the dinner. We cooked traditional food
and soup shabu-shabu, it was very delicious! Also, we had a breathtaking morning walk in the park. I
was amazed by the people, nature and open and warm attitude of people.
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Jared Peck

The home stay experience was amazing. Staying with our host family was like staying with our real
family. It was amazing to see what daily life looks like in Japan and see all the similarities with life back
home which helps us better understand that people are the same all over the world and have many more
similarities than differences. Thank you!
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Ashley Frye

My time in Japan is something I will carry with me for the rest of my life. The people I met and the
places I went to were absolutely wonderful, and it was an honor to be able to share our music with them.
I am very thankful to the city of Hadano and I hope to visit again in the future! Thank you!
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Michoel Gibson

This trip was an unreal opportunity, for which I am immensely grateful - Megumi’s efforts and those

of the city of Hadano are very much appreciated. To visit and explore such a unique and breathtaking
nation is something I would never have been able to do otherwise. The kindness shown by the people
of Hadano made for a pleasant stay, of course, but also set an excellent example and illuminated the
good nature of Japanese culture. Hadano is a beautiful city, her people and nature alike, for whose
hospitality I am very grateful.
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Lorelei Peck

I really enjoyed being able to experience Japanese culture firsthand. I had so much fun helping with
the shopping and cooking while I was there. Everyone’s hospitality was so wonderful, I really felt happy
to be there. It was a fantastic experience, and I would love to come back.
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Jessica Fligger

My time in Japan preparing for and performing in the concert was transformative. I met so many
amoazing people, and I was so inspired by the talent of the local musicians and the kindness of everyone
I met. The activities planned for us were very informative and enjoyable. I especially enjoyed visiting
the school, playing games during the picnic, spending a night with my host family, and eating meals
with the friendship association. Truly, the hospitality, creativity, and kindness I experienced during my
stay were unmatched. Thank you for making our time in Hadano so special!
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Michael Chi

Their hospitality is unmatched, the warm welcome gave us a feeling that we belong there that even the
small amount of time that we been together it feels like forever these memories will stay in our hearts
forever.
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Megumi Hada

Thank you for the hospitality and warm welcome we have received from Hadano city officials.
Sister-city friendship association members, local musicians, and all of Hadano citizens. Pasadena city
delegate and youth accordion ensemble members, we all had wonderful experiences in Hadano-city and
they'll be lifetime memories. We would like to express our gratitude and hope for the further
development of friendship between our two sities in the future.
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