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Ha_dano, Japan.... I had no idea this I_Deautiful city TEL 0463(82)5118 FAX 0463(82)6793
| existed and much less that I would find myself visiting, -mail siminjiti city.hadano.kanagawa.jp
enjoying, and being part of this sister city association. f 2010
My name is Prudencio Reyna and I am a school counselor at Thompson o
Intermediate School in Pasadena, Texas. As a little boy, I used to watch a o0 1. .........................................................................................................................
TV show called “Kometto San” by a Japanese actress Yumiko Kokonoe and Y0( T:
I can remember thinking: When I get older, I want to go to Japan. Well, 75\ []] [ [e— ]| 'S
last year I had the opportunity of a life time, when I was selected to visit o e e ] 4 —
Hadano. My first impression was: Wow! How beautiful and clean Hadano b 7
is!l The citizens were kind, and courteous I felt safe and very welcomed =
everywhere we went. The respect the people have for each other, the B8
environment, the planet and life in general is something that made a great - IS -— =
impression in my life. It has been almost 10 months since my visit to % Eﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘h*% < ﬁﬁf
Hadano, and the memories are still intact and very vivid. I feel very r =y v
blessed to have been able to visit Hadano. Staying with the Tanaka family - [=] %a (‘.: l/ T t) ;EEE
made me feel like part of their family and opened not only their home to -
me, but their hearts as well. I am very grateful for that. I hope to visit k
Hadano in the near future and continue to learn more about the rich d
culture and wonderful traditions of Japan. 3
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Howdy
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Gresting From P&Sﬂdm

Greetings and best wishes from the City of Pasadena and the Pasadena-Hadano Sister City Association.
Images of the Cherry Blossoms and the magnificence of Mt. Fuji with its snow-capped peak, remain an \'
everlasting memory of City of Hadano. We think of you often and recall the kindness and graciousness
of the people of Hadano, and the wonderful times we have enjoyed during our visits to your beautiful City.™
We are very sad to report that two of our members have recently passed away. They are our past- IF'J“I%E'
president Mrs. Barbara Eads and Mr. Charles Sullivan. They will be greatly missed.
Our Association is unfortunately experiencing a decline in membership, and many of our long-time-members are
growing older. However, we are hoping to recruit new members. Regardless of the size of our membership, we are
looking forward to a growing and continued relationship with the City of Hadano.

We would like to extend our appreciation and offer our continued friendship to Mayor Furuya, members of the City
Council and the Hadano Friendship Association. We were overwhelmed by the endeavors put forth as we were
welcomed to Hadano for 45" anniversary of our Sister City relationship. We remember the people of Hadano as
“family” far from our home in Pasadena, Texas.

With sincerest regards,
~ (5T amEnTES |
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The News of Galveston beach oil spirit

I am happy to tell you about the oil spill. Texas has been very lucky so far.
We have had no oil on our beaches yet. It is mostly on the Louisiana and Mississippi coast.

There is concern it will continue to spread over Alabama and Florida. Itis still a concern that the oil
could come to Texas but so far the water currents are pushing it away from us. We are very hopeful
the oil will stay away but we are also sad that it has to go to someone else. The birds and fish are
dying and people are trying clean the oil off of them. Everyday we hear new reports about how they
are going to fix the problem but then we hear later that it isn't working. I hope they can fix the
problem soon.

Since I sent you the first letter we now have oil in Texas. Some oil came on shore on Crystal Beach
and on Galveston. At first we thought the oil just came from a ship instead of the current but they
have now learned that some of it did actually come in through the current. At this pointitis a small
amount so the city is not too worried but they are watching closely to make sure no more comes

( ) r ashore. Galveston is still trying to recover from Hurricane Ike so I would hate to see the oil spill add
| 2 another problem to their economy. So far tourists are still coming so that is good.
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Q: What are the first Japanese words you memorized?
A: Sumimasen. Wakarimasen. Nihongo o hanasimasen.
1?
Q: What are your favorite Japanese words? Onomatopoeia?
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A: My favorite word is “genki.” There is no English word that
fully conveys the energy, the positive attitude, the playfulness !
of “genki.” My favorite phrase is “otsukarasamadeshita.” 1
love how it is used in a group that has worked cooperatively to
achieve common goal.

My favorite onomatopoeia is “kira kira.”
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It sounds so lovely.
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