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We share the shock and grief of all Japan, and truly the world, at the catastrophic effects of
the March 11 earthquake and subsequent tsunami that has brought so much terrible
destruction. As we view the photos and videos that continue to come out of the hardest hit
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Dear Friends,

We want to send our Warmest regards and congratulations to the Hadano
Friendship Association on the occasion of your Annual Meeting on May 10, 2011.

We wish that we could be with you on this special occasion.

Your friendship has changed our lives through our visits to your city, your homes
and introduction of your culture to ours. Your visits to the City of Pasadena and
Houston have taught us the meaning of mutual understanding between citizens of
different cultures. It is through these cultural exchanges that we have learned to
work together for the betterment of the citizens of both of our countries.

It is our profound wish that the City of Hadano and the Hadano Friendship
Association will continue to grow and prosper in the future, and the friendship
that exists between our two cities will endure for many years to come.

With Sincerest Regards,
Ed Goad, President of Pasadena Sister City Association
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areas our hearts go out to all the Japanese people, and especially to our friends in Hadano.

It 1s our understanding that although widespread damage was sustained in your area,
Hadano was spared most of the destructive force. We can only hope that your beautiful city,
and your residents, escaped the worst of this disaster.

We are encouraging everyone in our community to send funds to Japanese and international
agencies working to minimize the suffering of survivors and will appeal to our residents to
remember our sister city Hadano as they give to help alleviate the effects of this tragedy.

Please know that our thoughts, our heart-felt prayers, and our best wishes are with you, and
our faith in the ability of the Japanese people to overcome this horrific event remains
unshaken. Today, all the world looks to your country with one heart and one mind, praying
that this terrible event will unite us all in understanding more clearly our common humanity,
and our shared destiny.

Johnny Isbell, Mayor City of Pasadena.
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Q: Why did you decide to have a charity instead of just donating money?

A: 1 feel so lucky living in a developed country. We have work, a house, food, clothes, health care...all the basics for a
comfortable life. But lots of people in the world don't have those things, so in February I began planning an event to
support Medicins Sans Frontieres, an NPO that goes to disaster areas and provides needed health care. Then the
earthquake hit. Everyone wanted to help, but the whole country was in shock, and I wasn't sure if I should continue with
the event. The Easter theme helped me decide to go forward. Easter is all about renewal and rebirth, so my yoga
students and I decided to have the event but use the donations to help kids in Miyagi-ken renew their lives, so to speak.
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Q:  Why did you choose Miyagi-ken?

A: TI'm from Delaware, and Miyagi-ken and Delaware are sister States. Also, one of the students who
attends the school where my husband teaches is from an affected area and she spent time in
Delaware through the sister-State student exchanging program. It was just a natural Delaware,
Hadano, Miyagi connection. Next year, I'd like to continue that connection by having a joint Easter
egg hunt in Delaware and Hadano, and maybe even Miyagi.
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